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Purpose
It is the policy of the Southern Cascades Community Services District (“District”) to conduct the public’s business openly and transparently in accordance with the Ralph M. Brown Act, Government Code section 54950 et seq., as amended from time to time.
This policy applies to the District Board of Directors and to any other District legislative body subject to the Brown Act.
Open and Public Meetings
All meetings of the Board and other District legislative bodies shall be open and public unless a closed session or other exception is specifically authorized by law.
The District shall provide members of the public the opportunity to attend and participate in meetings as required by the Brown Act. The Act is intended to ensure that local agency deliberations and actions occur openly and with public participation. 
Legislative Bodies and Committees
The Brown Act applies to the Board of Directors, standing committees, and other committees or advisory bodies created by formal action of the Board when they meet the statutory definition of a legislative body.
A temporary advisory committee composed solely of less than a quorum of the Board, created for a limited purpose and dissolved upon completion of that purpose, is generally not subject to the Brown Act. 
Serial Meetings and Communications
A majority of the members of a legislative body shall not, outside a properly noticed meeting, use a series of communications, directly or through intermediaries, to discuss, deliberate, or take action on District business.
Board members shall exercise caution when communicating by email, text message, social media, or other electronic means. District staff shall not be used as an intermediary to develop or communicate a collective concurrence among Board members.
The Brown Act prohibits both “chain” and “hub-and-spoke” serial meetings. 
Agendas and Meeting Notice
The District shall prepare and post agendas in accordance with the Brown Act.
Regular meeting agendas shall be posted at least 72 hours before the meeting. Special meeting notices shall generally be posted at least 24 hours before the meeting.
Agendas shall identify the time and location of the meeting and include a brief general description of each item of business to be considered, including closed-session matters. 
Emergency meetings may be held in accordance with Government Code section 54956.5 without the otherwise applicable 24-hour special meeting notice and posting requirements. The District shall provide notice to requesting news media and shall post records of the meeting following the meeting as required by law.
The Board shall not discuss or take action on matters not listed on the agenda except as specifically authorized by law. For non-agenda matters, Board members may briefly respond, ask clarifying questions, make brief announcements, request factual information, or request that an item be placed on a future agenda. 
Public Participation
The public shall be provided an opportunity to address the Board regarding matters within the District’s jurisdiction and on agenda items as required by law.
The Board may establish reasonable rules regarding the length and manner of public comment, provided such rules are applied consistently and do not unlawfully restrict public participation or criticism.
Meeting Materials and Records
Agendas and other meeting materials subject to disclosure shall be made available to the public as required by law.
Writings relating to an agenda item that are distributed to a majority of the Board shall be made available for public inspection in accordance with Government Code section 54957.5. 
Closed Sessions
The Board may meet in closed session only when specifically authorized by law.
Closed-session matters shall be properly identified on the agenda. The Board shall make any required announcements before entering closed session and shall report actions taken when required by the Brown Act.
Information lawfully discussed in closed session shall remain confidential except when disclosure is authorized or required by law.
Teleconference and Remote Participation
Board members may participate by teleconference, videoconference, or other remote means only in accordance with the Brown Act requirements in effect at the time of the meeting.
The District shall comply with all applicable requirements regarding agenda notice, public access, public comment, voting, disclosures, and physical meeting locations.
Because teleconference requirements are subject to change and may vary depending on the circumstances, the District shall consult current law and legal counsel when necessary. The CSDA manual identifies multiple forms of teleconferencing with different procedural requirements. 
Attendance at Other Events
A majority of the Board may attend conferences, community meetings, meetings of other public agencies, social or ceremonial events, and similar gatherings when permitted by the Brown Act, provided Board members do not discuss District business among themselves outside a properly noticed meeting. 
Compliance and Legal Review
Board members and District staff shall comply with the Brown Act and this policy.
Questions concerning serial meetings, closed sessions, teleconferencing, agenda requirements, public participation, or other Brown Act issues should be referred to the General Manager and, when appropriate, District legal counsel.
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