
RESOLUTION NO. 26-11
RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
SOUTHERN CASCADES COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
ADOPTING PROCEDURES FOR DETERMINING UNIQUE LANDOWNERS
FOR ADMINISTRATION OF THE MEASURE F SPECIAL TAX
WHEREAS, the Southern Cascades Community Services District (“District”) is a community services district organized and operating under the Community Services District Law, Government Code section 61000, et seq.; and
WHEREAS, in the 2016 election, the voters approved Measure F, authorizing an annual special tax of $65 per parcel, regardless of parcel size, for up to two parcels owned by each unique landowner, regardless of the county in which the parcels are located, to be collected in the same manner as taxes on real property and used for the purposes stated in Measure F; and
WHEREAS, Measure F did not further define “unique landowner” or prescribe procedures for reconciling differences in owner names appearing on the Lassen County and Modoc County property owner records; and
WHEREAS, landowner records in Lassen County and Modoc County at times contain variations in capitalization, punctuation, spacing, word order, abbreviations, initials, or other aspects such that the District may not be able to determine whether the records concern a “unique landowner” or different landowners; and 
WHEREAS, the District desires to adopt procedures to assist District staff in identifying unique landowners.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Southern Cascades Community Services District as follows:
SECTION I. Recitals. The Recitals above are incorporated into this Resolution by use of this reference.
SECTION II. Procedures. The Board adopts the Procedures for Identifying Unique Landowners attached as Exhibit A and incorporated into this Resolution by use of this reference (“Procedures”).
SECTION III. Administrative Only. The Procedures do not, and shall not be construed to, impose a new tax, increase the amount of the Measure F voter-approved tax, or materially change the voter-approved rate or method of apportionment in Measure F.
SECTION IV. Delegation of Authority. The General Manager, or the General Manager’s designee, is authorized to administer the Procedures, obtain and compare records from Lassen County and Modoc County, make initial determinations as to the identity of unique landowners, correct clerical errors as needed, and take other actions to identify unique landowners, subject to the limits of Measure F and applicable law.
SECTION VI. CEQA. Adoption of this Resolution is not subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because it is not a project within the meaning of CEQA Guidelines section 15378(b)(5). Additionally, this Resolution is exempt from CEQA under CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) because it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that its adoption may have a significant effect on the environment. 
SECTION VII. Severability. If any provision of this Resolution, or its application to any person or circumstance, is held invalid, the remaining provisions and applications shall remain in effect to the fullest extent permitted by law.
SECTION VIII. Effective Date. This Resolution takes effect immediately upon adoption.
PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the Southern Cascades Community Services District held on ____________, 2026, by the following vote:
AYES: 									
NOES: 									
ABSTAIN: 									
ABSENT: 									
EXHIBIT A
PROCEDURES FOR IDENTIFYING UNIQUE LANDOWNERS

General Framework
Purpose. These Procedures establish a method for identifying unique landowners before the District applies Measure F’s limitation of no more than two taxed parcels per unique landowner across Lassen and Modoc Counties.
Measure F controls. If these Procedures conflict with Measure F, Measure F controls. Ambiguities shall be resolved, where reasonably possible, to carry out the text approved by the voters and to treat similarly situated owners consistently.
County records. The District shall begin with the owner name, assessor’s parcel number (APN), and mailing address supplied by Lassen County and Modoc County. 
Substance over typography. The determination of whether county records indicate a unique landowner depend on whether records identify the same owner of record in the same legal capacity, not whether the fields contain exactly the same characters.
Definitions
Legal capacity. The capacity in which title is held, such as: individually, as trustee of a named trust, as a corporation, or other separately identifiable entity or organization.
Owner of record. The person, combination of persons, or entity shown by the applicable county property records as holding the parcel for the applicable fiscal year.
Unique landowner. A single identifiable landowner, as indicated in the applicable county records.
District Procedure
Obtain county records. Obtain Lassen County and Modoc County property ownership records. 
Standardize landowner names. Standardize periods, commas, apostrophes, hyphens, and extra spaces, and/or standardize common entity and capacity abbreviations (for example, LLC and L.L.C.).  Differences limited to punctuation, capitalization, spacing, or standard abbreviations shall be disregarded when the remaining information identifies the same unique landowner in the same legal capacity.
Presumption. When standardized names are similar but staff is not able to conclude the landowners are unique, there is a presumption that the landowners are unique.
Landowner Appeal Process
Availability. The District shall make these Procedures and a correction-request form available on its website. 
Correction request. A landowner may submit a written request for reconsideration of unique landowner status and provide supporting evidence within 60 days after the landowner receives the tax bill.
Initial decision. The General Manager or designee shall issue a written decision granting, partially granting, or denying the request, within 60 days after receiving the landowner’s request. The decision shall state the basis for the decision and explain the right to appeal to the District Board.
Board appeal. A landowner may appeal an adverse initial decision by submitting a written appeal within 30 days after the General Manager’s decision is mailed. The District shall schedule a hearing and at the hearing, the Board will consider the landowner’s appeal and the relevant evidence. The Board may affirm, reverse, or modify the initial decision.
Burden and standard. The requesting landowner bears the burden of showing by a preponderance of the evidence that the District’s preliminary grouping or separation is incorrect. 
Board decision. If the Board grants the landowner’s request, the District will provide the landowner with a refund if the landowner has already provided payment. 
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